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Closed off from the world,
North Korea weaves a highly
militarized mind-set into the
fabric of everyday life.

BY JEAN H. LEE

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CARL DE KEYZER

4 Atopographic mapin the science room at Toksong
Primary School, in the provincial city of Phyongsong.
The map emphasizes the militarized might of the North
and omits the four-mile-deep Demilitarized Zone—one
of the world's most heavily armed borders—that has.
divided the Korean peninsula since 1953.
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E ULOUSLY CHOREOGRAPHED MILITARY
parades. Strident news announcements on state tele-
vision. Missile tests presided over by a grinning Kim
Jong Un. Propaganda from North Korea comes to us
fully formed and almost alluring in its opacity: a fin-
ished product that has been carefully constructed to
convey an idealized image of strength and unity.

Carl De Keyzer, a photographer based in Belgium,
offers a different and more intimate view: a glimpse
of the process of indoctrination within North Ko-
rea. From their first day in kindergarten, children
are spoon-fed propaganda—from lectures about the.
legendary feats of Kim Il Sung to field trips to a mu-
seum that depicts, in gruesome detail, Americans
massacring Koreans. What makes the images all
the more remarkable is that De Keyzer was subject
to the same restrictions imposed on foreign tour-
ists who visit North Korea. During his four trips to
the country over the past two years, he was attended at
all times by official minders, and had to submit his
photos for state approval. As a result, we see only the
images the regime wants us to see—a sunny, utopian
view of a nation where, in reality, some 70 percent
of the people struggle to put food on the table, and
most live without running water, heat, or electricity.

Yet through his keen eye and careful framing,
De Keyzer helps us see beyond the official picture.
A mural of children dressed as soldiers wielding
rifles looms over an exhibit of colorful toys. A state-
produced music video serenades diners with footage
of blazing howitzers. A mother beams at her son in
the only village where foreigners are permitted to
spend the night at a Korean home selected by the
state. The images do not show us what is kept out
of the frame. But within their narrow confines, they
reveal much of what is meant to remain unseen.

As the first American journalist granted per-
mission to join the local press corps in Pyongyang,
1 know firsthand how important it is to see North
Korea in all its complexity. The effect of De Keyzer's
work is not to sanitize the regime, but to underscore
just how deeply its militarized worldview is woven
into the fabric of everyday life. Such glimpses have
never been more important—especially now, as our
own leader exhibits a “locked and loaded” mind-set
that would be right at home in Kim Il Sung Square. &

% Amural of chi ing rifles and playing with
fighterjets hovers over adisplay of toys inthe

Three-Revolution Exhibition House. North Korea

has the fourth-largest active military in the.

‘world; the Red Youth Guard has an estimated one
million members between the ages of 14 and 16.
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¥ Amother and son at the remote Homestay Village
near Mount Chilbo, one—if not the only—place
where foreigners are permitted to spend the night
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surrounded by an electric fence, offer no trace of
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4 MeninPyongyang file through the refreshment line 4 Howitzers produ inPyongyang.
3D photographs. ikes to ! Film and music are some of the most potent tools the government uses
to e died in 2011, Kim Jong Il owned

showcase itself as a technological power, but its GDP
is among the lowest in the world—only $1,700 per
person, compared to $37,900in South Korea.

some 30,000 films, including every Oscar winner, and spent lavishly to
fund movies designed tohighlight the country’s military prowess.
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Koreans rehearse amass rally beneath the Juche Towerin
Pyongyang—a display carefully framed for foreign journalists.
Rallies celobrating ballistic missile advancements are a
hallmark of the regime, with citizens clutching placards bearing
slogans like: “Let’s Become Bullets and Bombs Devatedly
Defending Rospected Supreme Leader Comrade Kim Jong Un!”
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Commuters ata Pyongyang subway station
pass Rodong Sinmun, the country's largest
state-sanctioned newspaper. While many
elites now subscribe toa digital edition of
the paper, nearly 600,000 citizens still read
copies posted at libraries and factories.

* Inadiorama at the Sinchon Museum of

American War Atrogities, U.S. soldiers are.
depicted driving a nail into a Korean woman's
head. The regime uses the museum's gory
displays to foster an unsubstantiated narrative.
that American-led forces massacred 35,000
civilians in Sinchon in 1950,
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